and indic'iny incaleculab'e annovance. Much has been written abou! the cruelties of the
Indiaus in this war; but whatever these may hve been, they can hardly have surpassed the
performances of the civilizad friends and foes of tho Indians in this way. Much has been
: w engly laid to Brant’s charge, and it is well knowan that his authority saved many a captive
) f‘ror% t rg fiery :'ua%.l g 7 N " —

n the treaty ef 1783, “ notwi'hstanding the alaerity with which the aboriginals, especiall;
th2 M -hawks, had entered the servies of the Crown—notwithstanding theirbconstéueg, theg
v. ko, the readiness with whica taey had shed their blood, and the distinge shed g3ivices of
thl grear eaptain, Thayond inegea (Brant), the loyal red man was rot even named.” (sto e.)
¢ ‘the arci:nt country of tho >ix Nations, the 1esideace of thweir ancestors from the time
beyond their earlic. t trad’tivng, was included in ths boundaries grasted to the Americans.”

...Dzprived of their ancient home, all the fruits of their attempts at cirilization gone, and
with the worse pait « f their naturc brought once more into thorough act'vity Ly seven years
of most cruel war. the Six Nations went to the beautiful wild :rness granted them instead «f
the rch a d lovely land they had lost, to begin pgain th ir uphill road of progress. 'They
T seived a grant of land on the Grand Kiver, frum its wmouth to its source, twelve m les wide.
This grant Brant believed to be in fee simple; and when he found that his people had no
power to sell their land, and that it was ounly their: for purposes of occupation and tillage, he
addies ed numerous remonstrances to the home and colcnial authorities. The tenure of
Indian lands, h:wever., remains the same to this day. Brant’s reason for wishing to scll
portions «f the Grand River grant seems to have been that he perceived it to be morc exten-
sive than was necessary to supnort his people by agriculture, to which he was most desirous
; of br nging them, though small as a hunting ground. By offering lands for sale hic hoped to
{ a_tract white settle.s to his borders, and thus afford 1he Indians greater opportunities of
‘m(%u}répg ltnlycfarl;s of civilized life. "These v.ews have b.en expressed by uther wise and

pat.i tic chiefs.

{”_ Until the t me of h's death (1807) Brant continued to labor hard and wisels for the
:alvan:ement of his people. In 1812 the Six Nations again joined the Dritish, under young
| Brant, who had :ucceeded his fa her in tho chieftainship, an { who, at the_nge (1 eizhteen,
! proved his capacity as a warrior | y conducting the surprise and ecapturc of Colonel Beerstler
{ and two bundred men at Beaver Dams. .

i Tuae Iroquois aie now secatt rod over the Provinces of Quetec and Ontario, as in the
{ following table, compiled from Govern rent veports. Lt will be seea that their numbers have
: toa sume time past been steadily increasicg :—

i

|
|
: Population Population Extent of Reserves
Baxos. 1858, 188, cros.
Irognoeis, of Sanlt St. Louis ...... 1,342 1.601 20,000
&8 Bl Ko 19 s s ssmsmvss sws 685 8,1 33,060
¢ Lake o Two Mountains. 442.7) 442 (7) 32,000—(in common
Six Nations, Geand River .. ....... 2,550 2,796 52,183 with Algon-
Oneidas, of the Thames ... 529 52) 7) 5,40) quins.)
Mohawks, Bay of Quinte ......... G8 (83 10,7C0
POtal ceeerriineanerennenns 6,116 6,852 163,233

The Iroquois of Canada are now almost wholly engaged in agriculture and other_pursuits
of civilization. Agrieulture and temperance societies flourish am¢ng them. The sch ols are
syti-fietorily attenued. They are very far trum showing any inferio:ity in intell gence ia the
| afairs of life. Of the Indians in general we re d, in the rej o1t for 1863« f the Honorable the
!Secietary of State: ** The cxperience witvh I have gained since I touk in hard the superin-
! tendence of the affnirs of the Indians h s convineed me that the time has come for facilitating
. the enfianchizement of a great number of those Indians who, by their edneation and know-
iledze of business, their intelligenze : nd their good conduet. are as well qnalified as the
white- t enjuy eivil rights, und tv bere'eased frem a state of tutelage.” 'Lhe remarks apply,
perbhaps, more larezely to the Lrcquois than to other (ndians. . BRE

The Hurons of Lire te : r: now th» only deseenda.tsin Canada cf the meat nation which.
once disputed the rule of tie St. Lawrence with their kindred people, the Iroquois. They
namber many go d hun'ers nmong tbem, but are, perhaps, better known us_exgellent makers
of nuw shues, Ioceasing, and ornamental work. Aceording to the censas cf 1838 the popula-
tion of the village wa- 237. . ]

There can bs littl: doubt that had the time which has elapsed since the settlomont of tho
North Americaa colonies been passed by the Iroquois na ions 1) a state of peace, and urdor
better influcnees. they would have rapidly adopted our civilization. Some have thought that
had t ey been left to themselves they would, by incorporating other tribes wito their own
confederacy, have fornded an empire and built up a civilizution of their owan. ‘1.’ ndien
n'était pa+ sauraze; la civilization Européen e n’a poi-t agi sur (e pur état de nature ; cllo a
azi su (i evldzation Américaine commengante.’—(Chatsaubriand )} Chateaubriand thought
that had Europeans not d scovered America an Iloguois fleet might one day have diseovered
Burope. .

‘the Troquois language is at once songrous axd musical, full of nasals and gutturals and
strong aspiia‘ions, bue also of meldious modulations of vowel sounds. 1ts grammar is of
extremo d fliculty, the sense depend ng largely upon the proper emplovment of particles, of
emphasiz, and of termizal chanzes. ‘Toe mouth is kept slightly open in speaking, and the
lips hardly moved, the only consonants ia the langaage being 4, Iy my 7, 8, t, and w. ike
other Endinn tonzues the Iroguo’s affirds great facilities for the purposes of the orator. .

Tai ALGONQUINS.—At the time of the discovery «f America, tho various tribes of the
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Alzonguin sto.k ozcupied the Atlantic coast from Virginia to the St. Lawrence, and exiended)




